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Introduction

The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

Á IPBES has a mandate to 

support policy formulation and 

implementation.

Á The IPBES Policy Support 

portal provides access to 

scientific information that is 

relevant for policy. 

Á It contains resources, training 

and an online community to 

support biodiversity and 

ecosystem-related decision-

making.



IPBES policy 

support function2.



www.ipbes.net

ÁOne of IPBES four main functions :

Å to support policy formulation and implementation by 

identifying policy-relevant tools and methodologies and to enable 

decision makers to gain access to those tools and methodologies 

and, where necessary, to promote and catalyse their further 

development.

IPBES mandate on policy support



www.ipbes.net

Á In 1st work programme :

Å Methodological assessments and their follow -up 

- Scenarios and models (published 2016)

- Diverse conceptualisation of values (in progress)

Å Policy support web portal (= catalogue of policy support 

tools and methodological guidance)

Implementation of this function



www.ipbes.net

ÁMandate from IPBES 4 :

Å encouraged stronger integration of the work regarding policy support 

tools and methodologies across all relevant deliverables of the work 

programme;

Å invited the submission of relevant policy support tools and 

methodologies by experts, Governments and stakeholders for 

inclusion in the catalogue of policy support tools and 

methodologies ; and

Å [é] developing criteria and an open and transparent process for 

the inclusion of policy support tools and methodologies provided by 

experts, Governments and stakeholders.

> Prototype was launched in October 2017 and reviewed until IPBES 6

IPBES mandate on policy support
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Á Mandate from IPBES 6:

Å To further develop the catalogue and the guidance to Platform 

assessments by implementing activities to further increase the uptake 

of those tools and methodologies by policymakers and 

practitioners

Å to refine the structure and functionality of the catalogue, its 

visualization , access, and validation procedures

Å To include relevant elements of the IPBES regional assessments 

and the assessment on land degradation

IPBES mandate on policy support



Policy support tools and methodologies 

refer to approaches based on science and 

other knowledge systems that can inform, 

assist and enhance development and 

implementation of policy instruments.



Tools and methodologies

The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

Seven families of tools and methodologies, defined in terms of the broad challenges 
addressed and with examples of tools and methodologies for each, are used in the
IPBES policy support catalogue:

Á Family 1. Assembling data and knowledge (including monitoring )

e.g. Human Development Index (HDI)

Á Family 2. Assessment and evaluation

e.g. Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and their Services (MAES) - Analytical 
framework, IPBES Assessments, Global Biodiversity Outlooké

Á Family 3. Public discussion, involvement and participatory process

e.g. Biocultural Community Protocols Toolkit

Á Family 4. Selection and design of policy instruments

Á Family 5. Implementation, outreach and enforcement

Á Family 6. Training and capacity building

Á Family 7. Social learning, innovation and adaptive governance



Policy instruments are means or 

techniques by which government/public 

authorities in local, national or international 

levels aim to achieve public policy 

objectives.



Categories of Policy Instruments

The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

ÁLegal and regulatory instruments

e.g. laws and regulations developed by governments at different levels

ÁRights-based instruments and customary norms

e.g. international and national human rights agreements

ÁEconomic and financial instruments

e.g. tax, biodiversity offsets

ÁSocial and cultural instruments.

e.g. certification standards and eco-labelling 



How do policy support tools and policy instruments 

relate to each other?

The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net



Categories of instruments and families of tools

The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net



3. Policy support 

web portal
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Structure of the portal

Policy Support PortalPolicy Support Portal

CatalogueCatalogue Methodological GuidanceMethodological Guidance



The Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.ipbes.net

Contents of the Catalogue

CatalogueCatalogue

Policy 
Support
Tools 

Policy 
Support
Tools 

InstrumentsInstruments
Case 

Studies
Case 

Studies
AssessmentsAssessments TrainingTraining

Community 
of Practice
Community 
of Practice



https://www.ipbes.net/ policy-support (still a prototype)



x Policy instruments, x Policy support tool, x Case Study, x Subregion Eastern Europe  

https://www.ipbes.net/ policy-support (still a prototype)



https://www.ipbes.net/ policy-support (still a prototype)



https://www.ipbes.net/policy -support






