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§ IPBES is the “IPCC-like mechanism for biodiversity”
§ IPBES’ mission:

To strengthen knowledge foundations for better policy through science, for 
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, long-term human well-
being and sustainable development

§ IPBES is 5 years old
§ An independent intergovernmental body with over 130 Governments as 
Members (not a UN body)

What is IPBES (Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services)?
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The IPBES Global assessment of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services

A major undertaking:
§ 3 years
§ 500 scientists
§ 6 chapters (1,800 pages)
§ 1 summary for policymakers 
§ 15,000 publications
§ 20,000 comments received: in-

depth peer review

Part of an important sequence toward 2020:
§ G7 Environment (4-6 May, Metz, France)
§ Scientific basis for the post 2020 biodiversity 

framework (COP 15, Nov. 2020)

An unprecedented global interest in biodiversity:
§ 24,000 press articles
§ 150 countries, 45 languages



The Global Assessment Summary for Policymakers approved 
by the IPBES-7 Plenary (May 2019)

§ 145 experts
§ 15,000 publications
§ 15, 000 comments



§ 30,000 articles in the press 
§ 163 countries
§ 49 languages

An unprecedented global interest in biodiversity

President Emmanuel Macron meets IPBES Global 
Assessment co-Chairs and IPBES Chair (6 May 2019)



Social media: 
§ 30 million+ exposure for #IPBES7 and #GlobalAssessment
§ 500,000+ visitors to ipbes.net







Nature and its vital contributions to people, which 
together embody biodiversity and ecosystem functions 
and services, are deteriorating worldwide

• Biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people are essential for a good
quality of life

• Biodiversity underpins nature’s contributions to people and is a strategic
asset for sustainable development

• However, benefits are unevenly distributed, accessed and experienced
by people and communities

• Biodiversity has significant market and non-market economic value, and
non-economic (social/cultural) value.

• People’s interactions with nature are shaped by very diverse values.

• Full valuation useful for decision-making, if fully considering and
respecting local and regional cultural values.



Biodiversity loss is lost and the underlying drivers have 
accelerated during the past 50 years

• Biodiversity loss is going on in all regions and the spatial extent and
biodiversity status of natural ecosystems has declined in all regions

• Extinction risk is increasing in terrestrial, coastal, marine and freshwater
habitats due to anthropogenic drivers in all regions.

• About 20% of assessed species per region in the IUCN Red List are
threatened, for endemic species this proportion is about 25%.

• Key emblematic wildlife is generally declining.

• Invasive alien species have increased in number and abundance. 

• The situation has become markedly worse in all regions during the last 20
years.

• Some targeted interventions also caused positive trends, such as local 
increases in forest cover or in populations of some large mammals.



Nature is being degraded at a rate and scale 
unprecedented in human history

§ 75% of the land surface is significantly altered by human 
actions

§ >85% of wetlands have been lost

§ Only 13% of oceans can still be viewed as wilderness



1 million animal and plant species threatened with extinction 
(out of an estimated total of 8 million)

40% amphibian threatened

30% reef-forming corals



1 million animal and plant species threatened with extinction 
(out of an estimated total of 8 million)



DIRECT DRIVERS

Terrestrial

Freshwater

Marine

Underpinning the proximate causes of deterioration 
in nature are the root causes, or indirect drivers of 
change.
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Most of the assessed categories of nature‘s 
vital contributions to people are declining 
globally since the 1970s

Only the production of food, energy 
and raw materials has increased



Nature’s contributions to people are deteriorating worldwide



We have dramatically 
reconfigured the fabric of 

life of the planet. 

The world is becoming 
much more interconnected, 
yet  increasingly unequal. 



Many societal responses and successful 
examples of rapid transformative change are 

already happening.

Bold actions and broad commitment from 
local to global levels are urgently needed



Meeting global societal goals through urgent and 
concerted efforts addressing the direct drivers 
and especially the root causes (indirect drivers) 

of nature deterioration.

Governance, economic systems, equity, cross-
sectoral planning, incentives, narratives and 

societal values



Challenges related to climate change, nature 
deterioration and achieving a good quality of life 

for all are interconnected.

And, they need to be addressed synergistically, 
from local to global levels.

Food, water, energy, health, human well-being for all, mitigating and 
adapting to climate change, and conserving nature can be achieved 

together in sustainable pathways.



IPBES Future Work Programme until 2030

(a) A technical paper on the interlinkage between biodiversity and 
climate change – and member countries asked for this to be delivered 
in time for COP-15 and FCCC COP-26.
(b) A nexus assessment on biodiversity, water, food and health.
(c) An assessment on the determinants of transformative change, 
(including behavioural, social, cultural, economic, institutional, 
technical and technological dimensions) – member countries 
advanced the timetable for its delivery.
(d) A methodological assessment on measuring business impact 
and dependence on biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people 
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